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farther backward, it will be clear to any mathe-
matician that we should merely reproduce
their later states, with this one difference, that
the motions would have an opposite sign, or a
reverse direction. For the forces which gene-
rate any motion would plainly in the same
time destroy an opposite motion. The abstract
law, therefore, if time were boundless in the
past as well as the future, would merely reveal
two endless, infinite series of change and
position, on each side of the state of rest.
The one series would consist of motions which
the forces are incessantly at work to destroy,
and the other of opposite motions which the
like forces are creating continually, beginning
from a state of rest.

Now in contemplating a world of matter
only, apart from all forms of life, the only real
presumption for a distant beginning, instead
of the creation of finished systems, consists in
the higher simplicity of the view that forces
alone were directly given by creation, and that
all motion is the result of these forces; compared
with the double process of imparting forces,
and also giving various motions to particles or
worlds, directly and supernaturally, from tl*e
Creators hand. This presumption will plainly
have double force against an hypothesis of